Oil Spill Clean Up
SUPPLIES
•Plate with water
•Oil- Canola oil with mica powder
•Dawn Dish soap
•Adsorbent towels
•Feathered bird
•Straw

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Gather all of your supplies.

2. Shake the oil in the squeeze bottle. Open
the bottle and slowly squirt the oil onto the
edge of the water simulating an oil spill.

3. Add a few drops of oil into the centre of
the plate as well.

You now have an oil spill in your mini lake!
4. Take your bird and have them fly and land
into the oil spill. What happens? Dip your
bird’s head down into the water pretending
to grab food. They are now covered in oil!
Set your bird on one piece of the adsorbent
towels.

5. Grab your straw which will act as the
skimmer for this spill. Try to contain all of
your oil into one ‘glob’. Gently lay the straw
behind the oil and pull the oil towards the
bigger glob.

7. Now dip the entire towel into the oil spill,
trying to collect as much as you can. Use 2
of your towels for this.

6. Take one of the adsorbent towels and
place a corner into the oil spill. These towels
are specially designed to clean oil.

8. Add a few drops of soap onto the oil and
watch what happens. The soap is acting
as a dispersant in your oil spill. Does the oil
behave differently now? Using your fingers,
stir the soap into the oil.

10. Once most of the oil has been cleaned,
pour the rest of the soap into the water and
mix well.

9. Using the rest of your adsorbent towels,
try to clean the rest of the oil. Did the
dispersant make it easier or harder to clean?

11. Place your bird into the soapy water and
wash away the oil. Use the towels to clean
and dry the bird.

12. Look at your oil spill. Were you able to
clean all of the oil out of the water? Now
that you have added the dispersant into the
water, would it taste good to drink?
Real oil spills are very similar. There is
always some oil left over from a spill.
Chemical dispersants that are used will stay
in the water and can cause environmental
damage too!

